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oot three generations:
b2 Downing (with
suspenders) discipled
Cecil Bean (left, rear)
who is now discipling
Bill Mason (left, front),
Andrew Finesilver (right,

front), and Troy

Stevenson (right, rear)




PETER MAYBERRY INTERVIEWS JIM DOWNING

Atage 93, Jim Downing has spent more than 70 years, most of them with The Navigators, éoming:
alongside people and helping them grow in Christ. And from what we can observe, his fervor for‘:
making disciples has not waned one bit. These days, Jim still meets one-on-one with a number of
young believers, most of them in their 20s. And by his life and teaching, he inspires more Christians
than we can count to continue his legacy of one life impacting another for God’s glory.

One of the people Jim has inspired and influenced through the years is Peter Mayberry, a

former publisher of DJ and now one of the pastors at Jim’s church. Peter first met Jim in 1977. At

A Conversation with a
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that time, Peter had only known the Lord for a few months. He recalls

thinking of Jim, Man, that guy is old, but he’s engaged!

We asked Peter to spend a couple of hours with Jim, exploring Jim’s

passion for people and mining some of his life lessons about one-on-one

ministry. Peter caught up with Jim right after Jim had returned from

a ministry trip to Brazil.

Peter: You've given a lifetime to helping
people one-on-one. You must have caught
a passion for that somewhere. How did it
all begin for you?

Jim: I was in the Navy—this was in the
1930s. I had come to know Christ through
four shipmates. Those guys introduced me
to Dawson Trotman [founder of The Navi-
gators], who had been helping them grow
spiritually. Dawson talked often of “spiri-
tual parenting.” He said to me early in our
relationship, “You have no right to leave
your baby on somebody else’s doorstep.
He’s yours.” So it just seemed natural to
me that if T led somebody to Christ, I was
his parent; I was responsible for caring for
him. The Apostle Paul said in 1 Thess. 2:11,
“I taught you (nourished you) as a parent
does his child” (paraphrased).

Peter: You were a pretty young Christian at
that point, right?

Jim: Yes. And soon after I became a Chris-
tian, the shipmates who had introduced me
to Christ left the Navy. Dawson’s message to
the sailors was: “Get out of the Navy. Go to
Bible school. Go overseas as a missionary.”
So three of the four guys did that. And I
was left with 25 to 30 Christians about my
own age. By default I became their leader.
It was a matter of survival to keep ahead
of them!

Peter: Wow! So what did you do with
these guys?

Jim: Well, in most groups you seem to have
an inner core—like Peter, James, and John
were to Christ. There were about six guys
on ship who formed that core. We met three
times a day, 15 minutes before each meal, to
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pray. And in the evenings, from about 6:00
until 7:30 when the evening movie started,
we fanned out for evangelism.

Peter: Then you went to the movie?

Jim: No. Every night during the movie we
had “classes” of some sort. On Mondays,
we—not just the core team but anyone who
wanted to come—studied the New Testa-
ment. On Tuesday nights we had evangelistic
Bible studies. They were announced over the
ship’s loudspeaker so that everybody on the
ship—all 1,500—knew about the classes.
Peter: You're kidding! The chaplain made
sure that happened?

Jim: That’s right. Then on Wednesday
through Friday nights we had prayer meet-
ings or additional Bible studies. And on the
weekends we had mini-conferences. We
didn’t have speakers, but we had a collec-
tion of Dwight L. Moody’s sermons, and
we would read those great sermons.

The Role
of Teaching

Peter: It sounds like your focus was on
delivering a lot of teaching,.

Jim: Not exactly. Overall, we followed a
pattern that Christ followed with His dis-
ciples. He im arte through




