How to Connect with God Daily Through His Word

Getting Started:  Pick a book of the Bible to Study—John, Ephesians, II Timothy, James, and I Peter are great books to start with.  Begin studying in the first chapter on the first verse of the book you choose and go from there until you study the entire book.  Just study a paragraph a day— (why? Because a paragraph is a group of sentences that expresses a complete thought---and your goal is to take that paragraph and break it down so you can better hear and respond to God). ---More than that will be too much, but some days it may just be one verse that GOD blows you away with.  The structure I am suggesting is great, but just never forget to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and how He is leading you.   

Pray:  Psalms 139:23-24, I John 1:9, and ask God for grace to give you understanding and wisdom of His marvelous Truths.  

Journal:  Pour out your heart to the Lord in this section by writing out prayers, concerns, and anything else.

Title and Scripture: Jesus calls the first disciples---Matthew 4:18-20 (example)

Analysis:  First, you want to make general observations. (who is talking, setting, etc.)
Secondly, you want to interpret the verses = go verse by verse and ask what does this mean = that is interpretation = what does this mean, why is it here.  Ask yourself these questions---if every scripture is God-breathed, then why is this verse here---for them 2,000 years ago and for me now.  THE KEY POINT NOT TO BE MISSED WHEN BREAKING DOWN THE VERSES IS THAT YOU WANT TO ASK YOURSELF WHAT DOES THIS SHOW ME ABOUT OUR HOLY GOD.  FOCUS SO INTENTLY ON HIS CHARACTER AND EVERYTHING THAT SCRIPTURE TEACHES OF OUR HERO.  Start with the first verse, do the deal and then go to the next like this example---  
(18) -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  (19) -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(20) ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- and so on.
(19) 
Theme:  The big picture = theme---write out the big idea from the paragraph  

Application:  Go through the verses you studied and ask yourself the following---be specific—not just broad and general.
 (
How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye
.  Luke 6.42
)
S-in to Avoid
P-romise to claim
E-xample to imitate
C-ommand to obey
K-nowledge of God to be attained or learned
S-ummary for the day

Pray---for the Grace of God to enable you to obey what you learned---to fulfill the applications you made. 
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I hope you enjoy abiding in Christ by using this Bible study method.  If you have any questions about this or anything at all, please feel free to contact me at 387-1580 ext 43 or at josh.laravia@thechapelnet.com  Josh LaRavia, 
Campus Outreach Director for The Chapel
